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Town  of  High  Prairie 

(Revised  August  1962) 

1.  LOCATION 

Section  23-74-17-W5  in  Census  Division  No.  15.  This  location  is  250 
miles  northwest  of  Edmonton  on  the  main  line  of  the  Northern  Alberta  Railway 


and 

on  Highway  No.  2. 

2. 

ALTITUDE 

1,949.2  feet  Latitude  - 55/26 

Longitude  - 116/29 

3. 

TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  - 57°  F. 
Average  winter  - 17°  F. 
Average  annual  - 34°  F. 


4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 48  inches. 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 12.2  inches. 

Average  annual  precipitation  - 17  inches. 

(Note  - Sections  3 and  4 taken  from  the  nearest  weather  station.) 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  Lower  Smoky  River  shale  or  Kaskapar  formation  forms  bedrock 
at  High  Prairie.  The  shales  of  this  formation  are  dark  to  black  marine  shales 
of  the  Upper  Cretaceous  Age  and  are  notably  lacking  in  good  water  horizons. 

6.  SOIL 

High  Prairie  is  in  the  dark  grey  wooded  soil  zone. 

Vegetation 

Mainly  woodland  in  which  the  tree  growth  is  frequently  denser  and  has 
more  evergreens  than  in  the  black  zone. 

Soil  Profile 

Generally  variable,  ranging  from  nearly  black  to  grey.  The  top  soil 
consists  of  a thin  layer  of  semi-decomposed  leaf  litter,  which  may  be  absent 
in  burned  over  areas,  underlain  by  a mineral  horizon  that  can  usually  be 
divided  into  two  parts.  The  upper  part  may  be  black,  grey  black  or  dark 
brown.  The  lower  part  is  frequently  somewhat  leached  of  organic  matter  and 
considerably  greyer  than  the  top  soil.  The  total  depth  of  these  surface  hor- 
izons average  about  10  to  12  inches.  The  sub  soils  are  generally  dark  brown 
in  color  and  lime  is  found  at  depths  of  about  30  to  50  inches. 
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Fertility 

These  soils  are  usually  not  as  rich  as  those  of  the  black  zone.  Leaching 
of  the  top  soils  has  resulted  in  the  loss  of  some  plant  nutrients.  Nitrogen, 
phosphorus  and  sometimes  sulphur  may  be  deficient. 

Land  Use 

A system  of  mixed  farming  that  includes  legumes  and  grasses  in  the 
crop  rotation,  supplemented  with  applications  of  fertilizer  when  required, 
should  be  practised  for  best  results. 


7.  HISTORY 

Hundreds  of  years  ago  the  High  Prairie  Region  was  under  water  and 
formed  part  of  Lesser  Slave  Lake.  As  this  huge  body  of  water  receded,  fertile 
country  fed  by  many  small  streams  was  left  behind.  The  Cree  Indians  named 
the  district  “Muskatayosipi”,  meaning  “Prairie  River”,  after  the  main  stream 
in  the  district. 

During  the  Klondike  gold  rush  of  1897-98  many  prospectors  and  pioneers 
passed  through  the  area  en  route  north  from  Athabasca.  A few  of  these 
prospectors,  who  had  left  farms  in  eastern  Canada  and  the  United  States, 
recognized  the  fertility  of  the  area  and  when  the  gold  rush  was  over,  returned 
to  obtain  homestead  rights  near  Prairie  River.  The  first  crops  of  these  new- 
comers were  successful  and  surpassed  anything  that  had  ever  been  seen.  The 
oat  crop  on  one  homestead  threshed  105  bushels  to  the  acre. 


A view  of  a portion  of  the  main  street 
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During  the  early  years,  the  only  way  of  reaching  the  Prairie  River  area 
was  via  an  old  wagon  route  to  Athabasca  and  west  past  Lesser  Slave  Lake. 
In  wet  weather  this  road  was  often  impassable  for  months,  while  in  winter  the 
trip  was  made  across  the  ice  of  Lesser  Slave  Lake. 

Settlement  was  sparse  in  the  area  until  1912,  when  the  railway  was  con- 
structed from  Edmonton  to  Athabasca.  This  prompted  many  settlers  to  take 
their  effects  to  the  end  of  steel  and  then  travel  by  team  to  their  farming  area. 
In  1914  when  the  Edmonton,  Dun  vegan  and  British  Columbia  Railway  (now 
Northern  Alberta  Railway)  completed  the  laying  of  steel  to  Prairie  River,  there 
was  a heavy  influx  of  settlers  and  a small  community  was  established  beside 
the  stream. 

At  first  this  community  was  called  Prairie  River,  but  in  1910  the  name 
was  changed  to  High  Prairie,  when  the  Post  Office  officials  advised  that  there 
was  another  settlement  of  the  original  name.  The  settlement  at  High  Prairie 
was  incorporated  as  a village  on  April  6,  1945,  and  as  a town  on  January  10,  1950. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

High  Prairie  lies  in  the  delta  of  the  West  Prairie  River.  The  district  is 
well  wooded  with  poplar,  willow  and  spruce. 

The  town  is  the  centre  of  a prosperous  mixed  farming  district  and  the 
streets  are  wide  and  gravelled.  Modern  stores  line  the  main  streets  and  local 
residents  take  pride  in  their  homes  and  gardens. 

The  town  and  district  residents  are  very  sports  minded.  The  area  is 
also  noted  for  upland  game  birds  and  ducks. 

Approximately  75%  of  the  homes  are  owner  occupied  with  rents  for 
modem  homes  averaging  $60  per  month. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor  elected  for  a two  year  term  and  six 
councillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  a three  year  term.  The  secretary-treasurer 
carries  out  the  policies  set  by  the  council. 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  town  hires  its  own  police  chief  and  one  constable.  The  R.C.M.P. 
patrol  the  highway  and  rural  areas  - 1 corporal  and  2 constables. 

Police  Magistrate. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Building  Regulations  - The  National  Building  Code  has  been  adopted. 
All  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings  and  removal  of  buildings  must  be 
approved  by  council  after  which  a permit  is  issued. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Electrical  Protec- 
tion Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Public  Health 
Regulations. 

Gas  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Gas  Protection  Act. 
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11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  24  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment  - One  1952  - 500  GPM  pumper  with  500  gallon  water  tank, 
1,300  feet  of  2J»  inch  hose,  400  feet  of  VA  inch  hose,  chemical  tanks,  extension 
ladder,  roof  ladder,  boots,  coats,  axes,  crowbars,  etc. 

Water  Supply  - Water  is  obtained  from  wells  and  is  pumped  into  a 
50,000  gallon  reservoir.  There  are  25  fire  hydrants  conveniently  located 
throughout  the  town. 

12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

1962  Net  Assessment 


Land,  100%  of  value 

$ 367,790 

Improvements,  100%  of  fair  value 

1,274,610 

Business 

250,342 

Power 

21,418 

Pipeline 

11,763 

Total  Assessments 

$1,925,923 

Municipal  School  Hospital  Total 

Mill  Rate  36  22  3 61  mills 


Fire  Hall,  Public  Library,  are  in  one  building 
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13.  AREAS 

Total  area  of  town  - 480  acres. 
Streets,  roads  and  lanes  - 90  acres. 
Parks  and  playgrounds  - 40  acres. 
Miles  of  roads,  streets  and  lanes: 


Gravel 

Improved  Earth  Others 

Total 

Provincial  Main 

1 

1 

Provincial  Secondary 

.19 

.53 

.72 

Streets  and  Roads 

10 

10 

Lanes 

4.2  .9 

5.1 

Total  Miles  16.82 

There  are  approximately  4.5  miles  of  concrete  sidewalk. 


14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  - nil. 

Sanitary  sewers  - 4.5  miles. 

Water  mains  - 5.25  miles. 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  Northland 
Utilities  Ltd.  from  their  natural  gas  plant  at  Fairview  and  the  gas  turbine  plant 
at  Valley  view. 

Residential  Rates 

First  10  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  - $1.50. 

Next  20  KWH  used  per  month  - 8c  per  KWH. 

Next  270  KWH  used  per  month  - 3c  per  KWH. 

Balance  KWH  used  per  month  - 1.5c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $1.50. 

Terms  of  Payment  - The  above  rates  are  net  and  apply  to  bills  paid  with- 
in 10  days  of  the  billing  date.  An  additional  charge  of  five  per  cent  will  be 
added  for  collection  charges  on  all  bills  not  paid  within  10  days  after  the  date 
of  billing. 

Commercial  Rates 

Demand  Charge  - First  1,000  watts  of  connected  load  - $1.00. 

Next  4,000  watts  of  connected  load  - 5c  per  100  watts. 

All  over  5,000  watts  of  connected  load  - 5c  per  200  watts. 

Energy  charge  - First  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  of  connected 
load  - 8c  per  KWH. 
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Next  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 6c  per  KWH. 
All  over  100  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 3c  per 

KWH. 

Minimum  charge  - shall  be  equal  to  the  demand  charge  but  not  less 
than  $1.50  per  month. 

Terms  of  payment  - The  above  rates  are  net  and  apply  to  bills  paid 
within  10  days  of  billing  date.  An  additional  charge  of  five  per  cent  will  be 
added  for  collection  charges  on  all  bills  not  paid  within  10  days  after  date  of 
billing. 

Power  Rates 

Service  charge  - $1.06  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load. 

Energy  charge  - First  30  KW  used  per  month  per  HP  connected  load  - 
7c  per  KWH. 

Next  30  KW  used  per  month  per  HP  connected  load  - 4c  per  KWH. 

All  over  60  KW  used  per  month  per  HP  connected  load  - 2.5c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  charge  - $1.00  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load  but  not 
less  than  $5.00. 

Terms  of  payment  - The  above  rates  are  net  and  apply  to  bills  paid 
within  10  days  of  billing  date.  An  additional  five  per  cent  will  be  added  for 
collection  charges  on  all  bills  not  paid  within  10  days  after  the  billing  date. 


A view  of  a small  section  of  the  fine  residential  area 
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16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  two  wells  that  are  560  and  571  feet  deep  with 
a 5 inch  casing.  The  water  is  pumped  into  a 50,000  gallon  underground 
reservoir. 

Water  Rates 

First  2,000  gallons  per  month  - $3.00  minimum. 

Next  3,000  gallons  per  month  - $1.00  per  M gallons. 

All  over  5,000  gallons  per  month  - 75c  per  M gallons. 

Subject  to  10%  discount  if  paid  within  15  days  of  billing  date. 

Sewer  Rates 

Residential  - $2.50  per  month. 

Rooming  houses  - $8.25  per  month. 

Cafe  - $J5.00  per  month. 

Garages  - $5.00  per  month. 

Garages  with  wash  racks  - $7.50  per  month. 

Hospital  - $50.00  per  month. 

Hotels  - (flat  rate  of  $35.00)  plus  $1.00  per  room  per  month. 

Schools  - $5.00  per  room  per  month. 

Water  Analysis  Parts  per  Million 

Total  Solids  728 

Ignition  Loss  224 

Hardness  245 

Sulphates  trace 

Chlorides  117 

Alkalinity  405 

Nature  of  Alkalinity-  Bicarbonate  of  Lime,  Magnesium  and  Soda 
Nitrites  nil 

Nitrates  nil 

Iron  3 

Remarks  - The  hardness  of  this  water  is  17.1  grains  per  gallon  and  it 
contains  11.9  grains  soda  per  gallon.  Chemically  this  water  is  suitable.  It  is 
colored  by  organic  matter. 


17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  Northland  Utilities  Ltd. 


Domestic  Rates 

First  3 MCF  or  less  used  per  month  - $3.00 

All  additional  MCF  used  per  month  - 70c  per  MCF. 

Minimum  monthly  bill  - $3.00. 

Industrial  rate  can  be  secured  from  the  company. 
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18. 


L.  P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60°  F. 

100  lb  cylinders  - $6.50. 

Bulk  - 20c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 25,000  gallons. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°  F. 

Winter  grade  - 18.6c  per  gallon. 

Summer  grade  - 16.5c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 25,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Coal  is  obtained  from  the  Drumheller  and  Morinville  fields.  Very  little 
coal  is  used  by  the  town  residents. 

Rates  per  ton  delivered: 

Lump  Egg  Stoker 

Drumheller  $18.00  $16.00  $14.00 

Morinville  14.00  12.00  10.00 

21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Cereal  grains,  dairy  products,  sand  and  gravel,  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs, 
poultry  products,  straw,  fish,  oil  and  gas,  lumber  and  pulpwood. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal  - Post  Office,  R.C.M.P.  Detachment,  Department  of  Veterans’ 
Affairs,  Department  of  Indian  Affairs,  Civil  Defence. 

Provincial  - Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Treasury  Branch,  Depart- 
ment of  Municipal  Affairs.  Fish  and  Game  Warden,  Department  of  Lands  and 
Forests,  Department  of  Highways,  Police  Magistrate,  High  Prairie  School  Divi- 
sion No.  48,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Department  of  Welfare,  Peace  River 
Health  Unit  Office. 

Municipal  - Town  Hall  housing  (Council  Chamber,  Secretary-Treasurer 
and  staff,  Town  Police,  Community  Library,  Building  Inspector,  Water  Works 
Foreman,  Public  Works  Foreman,  Fire  Hall,  School  Division  Office,  Local 
Museum ) . 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Providence  Hospital  has  74  beds  and  12  bassinets  and  is  operated  by 
the  Sisters  of  Providence.  The  staff  consists  of  a matron,  10  graduate  nurses, 
7 nurses’  aides,  10  ward  aides,  1 orderly,  dietitian,  laundry  and  kitchen  staff. 

Public  ward  rates  per  day:  Residents  - $1.60;  Non-residents  - $11.50. 
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The  Peace  River  Health  Unit  maintains  an  office  in  the  town,  with  one 
resident  nurse. 

The  Senior  Citizens  Home  accommodates  50  people. 

Other  Services:  3 doctors,  2 dentists,  2 drug  stores,  1 chiropractor,  2 

optometrists  (calling  monthly). 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(excluding  Health  Services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Accountant  1 

Barrister  1 

Barbers  2 

Beauty  Parlors  3 

Watch  Repairs  1 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Northern  Alberta  Railway  - twice  weekly  between  Edmonton  and  Daw- 
son Creek  vial  High  Prairie. 

Canadian  Coachways  Ltd.  - three  times  daily  between  Edmonton  and 
Dawson  Creek  via  High  Prairie. 

Local  truck  - daily  to  and  from  Edmonton. 


The  Providence  Hospital  serves  a wide  district 
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36.  NEWSPAPERS 


High  Prairie  Progress  (Printed  at  Edmonton). 
Rural  Gazette  (Printed  at  Peace  River). 


27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Northern  Alberta  Telegraphs,  Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Post 

Office. 

Nearest  Radio  Station  at  Peace  River  - CKYL. 


28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Royal  Bank  of  Canada,  Provincial  Government  Treasury  Branch. 


HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms 

Rates 

Beer  License 

Park 

29 

$3.00  up 

yes 

Spaulding 

31 

$2.00  up 

yes 

High  Prairie 

16 

$1.00  up 

no 

TOURIST  CAMPS 

Units 

Grade 

Rates 

Kanelsky 

12 

not  graded 

$3.50  up 

The  Public  School  is  modern,  well  staffed 
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31.  CHURCHES 


Anglican,  Roman  Catholic,  United,  Baptist,  Greek  Catholic,  Nazarene, 
Jehovah  Witness. 

32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Masons,  B.P.O.E,  Eastern  Star,  O.R.P.,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Cana- 
dian Legion,  Women’s  Auxiliary  Canadian  Legion,  Optimist,  Ladies’  Hospital 
Guild,  Ladies’  Auxiliary  in  Churches,  Women’s  Institute. 

33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Arena  Administration  Committee,  Hockey  Association,  Home  and  School 
Association,  Fish  and  Game  Association. 

34.  EDUCATION 

The  Prairie  River  School  District  is  a unit  of  the  High  Prairie  School 
Division  No.  48.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  following  optional  sub- 
jects: Home  Economics,  Shop,  French,  Art,  Industrial  Art,  Music,  Drama,  Com- 
mercial. 

The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grades 

No.  of  Teachers 

No.  of  Pupils 

Elementary 

1-  6 

14 

358 

Junior  High 

7-  9 

9 

199 

High 

10-12 

4 

101 

The  Separate  School,  as  all  others,  is  a modern  structure 
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The  High  Prairie  Roman  Catholic  School  District  No.  56  teaches  Grades 
1 to  11  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects:  Art,  French,  Drama  and 

Music. 

The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 

Grades  No.  of  Teachers  No.  of  Pupils 


Elementary  1 - 6 

8 

229 

Junior  High  7 - 9 

3 

64 

High  10  - 11 

1 

15 

THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Park  Theatre 

400 

yes 

no 

Roxy  Theatre 

300 

yes 

no 

Elks  Hall 

200 

no 

yes 

Arena  (upstairs) 

1,500 

yes 

yes 

36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  High  Prairie  Public  Library  is  sponsored  by  the  town,  Provincial 
Government  grant,  service  clubs  and  membership  fees.  The  Library  is  open 


The  Sports  Palace  is  a recreation  centre  winter  and  summer 
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every  Tuesday  and  Thursday  from  3 to  5 p.m.  and  Saturday  from  2:30  to  5 p.m. 
and  7 to  9 p.m.  There  are  approximately  3,500  volumes  in  the  Library. 

Other  activities  - Music,  Art,  Drama,  Crafts. 

37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boy  - Boy  Scouts,  Cubs,  Air  Force  Cadets,  Calf  Club,  4 H Club. 

Girls  - Brownies,  Girl  Guides,  C.G.I.T.,  4 H Club. 

38.  SPORTS 

Baseball  (senior,  intermediate,  junior,  midgets,  pee  wees),  softball,  curl- 
ing, hockey  (senior  and  junior). 

Facilities  - Covered  curling  rink  with  6 sheets  natural  ice,  covered  arena 
(seating  capacity  2,500),  exhibition  grounds  for  sports,  children’s  playgrounds, 
Elks  Lodge  sports  centre,  school  grounds. 

39.  FAIRS 

Sports  Day  only. 

40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Nil. 


41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool  Seed  Division,  High  Prairie  Co-operative  Association, 
Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  United  Grain  Growers,  High  Prairie  Livestock  Shipping 
Association. 


42.  INDUSTRIES  AND  BUSINESS 
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Accountant  

Auto  Body  Shops 

Auctioneer  

Bakery  

Banks  

Barbers  

Beauty  Parlors  

Butchers  

Building  Supplies 

Cartage  Delivery  

Creamery  
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Coal  Dealer  1 

Dentists  2 

Doctors  3 

Drug  Stores  2 

Egg  Grade  Station  ....  1 

Electrical  Appliances  1 — — 1 

Electrical  Contractor  1 — — — 

Funeral  Parlors  2 — — — 

Furniture  ...  (See  Gen.  and  Hdwe.  Stores) 
Garages  and 

Service  Stations  6 — — 6 
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General  Stores  

Grain  Elevators 

Groceries  

Hardware  Stores  

Hotels  

Implemnts  (Farm)  .... 

Jewellers  

Laundry  (coin  oper.) 

Law  Office  

Milk  Distributor 

Oil  Distributor  

Planing  Mills  
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Plumbers  

Pool  Room  

Propane  Distributor  .. 
Pulp  Wood  Buyer  .... 

Radio  Repairs  

Restaurants  

Shoe  Repairs  

Theatres  

Tinsmith  

Variety  Store  

Welding  & Machine 

Shop  

Woodworking  
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43.  SITES 

Ideal  residential  and  industrial  sites  adjacent  to  railway  and  highway 
with  all  utilities  can  be  secured  from  the  town  and  private  owners. 


The  dairy  at  High  Prairie  processes  a high  volume  of  products 
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44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 


High  Prairie  is  the  centre  of  a lumber  and  mixed  farming  district.  Pulp- 
wood  and  dressed  lumber  are  shipped  out  in  carloads. 

According  to  the  1956  census,  the  average  size  of  farm  in  Local  Improve- 
ment District  No.  125  comprises  344  acres.  However  160  acre  and  320  acre 
farms  each  make  up  about  40%  of  the  total  number.  Three-quarters  of  occupied 
farmland  is  owner  operated.  Thirteen  per  cent  of  all  farms  are  operated  by  a 
non-resident  operator. 

Forty-four  per  cent  of  all  occupied  farmland  in  the  district  is  improved. 
Seventy-five  per  cent  of  improved  land  is  cropped,  13  per  cent  is  summerfallow, 
and  7 per  cent  in  pasture.  The  area  in  wheat,  oats  and  barley  in  1956  was  8, 
16  and  75  acres  per  farm  respectively.  Cattle,  and  hogs  each  average  11  head 
per  farm. 

Considering  the  size  of  farms,  mechanization  has  made  considerable  pro- 
gress. About  90  per  cent  of  all  farms  report  tractors,  60  per  cent  trucks  and 
21  per  cent  grain  combines.  Fifteen  per  cent  of  the  farms  are  electrified.  The 
fact  that  there  are  2.1  horses  per  farm,  would  indicate  some  use  of  this  form  of 
power. 

The  source  of  farm  cash  income  in  the  district  surrounding  High  Prairie 
is  not  available.  In  the  area  extending  from  Grouard  to  Fort  Assiniboine,  17% 
of  cash  income  is  obtained  from  the  sale  of  grain,  11%  from  cattle,  10%  from  hogs, 
and  62%  from  other  sources.  Income  from  forest  products  and  fur  farming 
are  important  components  of  the  latter  item. 

45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  32  miles;  West  40  miles;  South  22  miles;  East  20  miles. 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 10,890. 

Town  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 1,756. 
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